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Section One: Applicant’s Details
Please fill in all sections of the form.
	Applicant Details 
(Please include details of the Malta-based entity applying for the Award)

	Name
	

	Designation
	

	Name of Academic Institution / Private Entity 
	

	Name of Department/Institute/Centre
	

	VAT number (not applicable to public entities)
	

	Registration/Identification number (not applicable for public entities)
	

	Email
	

	Tel. Number
	


	Select option
(Kindly specify which scheme are you applying for - selecting both options is permitted)

	Option A: Collaborative Initiatives
	

	Option B: Coordinator Consultancy Support
	


Note: If the applicant intends to apply for both options, the activities associated with Option A should be in line with the activities for Option B. A separate application form should be sent if the set activity for Option A is different from Option B. PRIMA-related applications should only be submitted to Option B.
For Option A:
	Partner Organisation’s Details: 
(Please include details of the contact person/partner from the foreign partner involved)

	Name of Foreign Academic Institution / Private Entity 

	
	Name of Department/ Institute/ Centre
	

	Contact Details
	Name:
	Designation

	
	
	Email:

	
	Address:
	Tel. No.:

	
	
	Mob. No.:


Note: Additional partner organisations only need to be filled in if necessary. 
	Additional Partner Organisation’s Details (if any): 
(Please include details of the contact person/partner from the additional partner involved)

	Name of Foreign Academic Institution / Private Entity
	
	Name of Department/ Institute/ Centre
	

	Contact Details
	Name:
	Designation:

	
	
	Email:

	
	 Address:
	Tel. No.:


	Additional Partner Organisation’s Details (if any): 
(Please include details of the contact person/partner from the additional partner involved)

	Name of Foreign Academic Institution / Private Entity
	
	Name of Department/ Institute/ Centre
	

	Contact Details
	Name:
	Designation:

	
	
	Email:

	
	 Address:
	Tel. No.:


	Additional Partner Organisation’s Details (if any): 
(Please include details of the contact person/partner from the additional partner involved)

	Name of Foreign Academic Institution / Private Entity
	
	Name of Department/ Institute/ Centre
	

	Contact Details
	Name:
	Designation:

	
	
	Email:

	
	 Address:
	Tel. No.:


	Additional Partner Organisation’s Details (if any): 
(Please include details of the contact person/partner from the additional partner involved)

	Name of Foreign Academic Institution / Private Entity
	
	Name of Department/ Institute/ Centre
	

	Contact Details
	Name:
	Designation:

	
	
	Email:

	
	 Address:
	Tel. No.:


	Additional Partner Organisation’s Details (if any): 
(Please include details of the contact person/partner from the additional partner involved)

	Name of Foreign Academic Institution / Private Entity
	
	Name of Department/ Institute/ Centre
	

	Contact Details
	Name:
	Designation:

	
	
	Email:

	
	 Address:
	Tel. No.:


	Internationalisation activity
(please select the area which is most applicable to your project - tick one option only)


	Development of joint teaching curricula for Masters or PhD students

	

	Placements for local researchers in foreign institutions for the purposes of furthering research & innovation collaboration

	

	Arrangement of strategic and targeted visits by local academics/researchers and representatives of private entities to foreign entities in order to participate in research & innovation activities of an exploratory and developmental nature

	

	Organisation of seminars or workshops on a particular research and innovation area held in Malta that would benefit from the participation of foreign experts

	

	Development of transnational research & innovation proposals for submission to third party-funders, e.g. AGRIP, EASME - COSME, EPLUS, Horizon Europe, Life  Programme, etc...
	


For Option B:
	Proposed Consulting/Proposal Writer Entity Details: 
(Please include details of the contact person from the entity proposed for the proposal development)

	Name of Consultancy Firm
	

	Contact Details
	Name:
	Designation:

	
	
	Email:

	
	Address:
	Tel. No.:

	
	
	Mob. No.:


	Proposed Consulting/Proposal Writer Entity Details: 
(Please include details of the contact person from the entity proposed for the proposal development)

	Name of Consultancy Firm
	

	Contact Details
	Name:
	Designation:

	
	
	Email:

	
	Address:
	Tel. No.:

	
	
	Mob. No.:


	Proposed Consulting/Proposal Writer Entity Details: 
(Please include details of the contact person from the entity proposed for the proposal development)

	Name of Consultancy Firm
	

	Contact Details
	Name:
	Designation:

	
	
	Email:

	
	Address:
	Tel. No.:

	
	
	Mob. No.:


	Proposed Graphic Designer Entity Details (if applicable): 
(Please include details of the contact person from the entity proposed for the proposal development)

	Company Name 
	

	Contact Details
	Name:
	Designation:

	
	
	Email:

	
	Address:
	Tel. No.:

	
	
	Mob. No.:


Section two: Project /Activity details
For Option A
	Project Title/Name of Activity
	


	Quality of Project/Activity 

	Please provide the relevant information on this evaluation criterion. Proposals will be judged on the quality of the collaboration activities with the foreign partners.  Activities must either be, or be supportive of, high quality international research & innovation with the potential to yield mutually beneficial cooperation, results and demonstrate innovation and interdisciplinarity in the selected field of interest. The involvement of early career researchers (i.e. at Masters or PhD level) in the implementation of the internationalisation activities will be considered an advantage where applicable. (maximum number of words:500)

	


	Strength of the Partnership and Leadership

	Please provide the relevant information on this evaluation criterion. Projects/activities must be led by recognised experts or organizations with a demonstrated track record in research and innovation and good leadership ability. Evidence of past collaborative work between the partnering institutions, for example, joint activities/projects or publications, and any other relevant past achievements will be considered a testament to the strength of the partnership. New partnerships between local and foreign entities in the interest of furthering R&I collaboration are also encouraged with the aim of fostering closer ties between local and international institutions. A convincing case should be made for the benefits of the partnership(s). (maximum number of words:500)

	


	Outcomes and Sustainability

	Please provide the relevant information on this evaluation criterion. Proposed activities must have significant potential outcomes, including, for example, joint publications, subsequent grant bids, development of innovative products, services, projects, etc., and will build longer term international relationships based on a genuine commitment by the partners to invest in a sustained successful partnership. Evidence of the potential to attract or generate external funding will be considered an asset.  (maximum number of words:500)

	


	Expected Timelines

	Kindly provide a description of the time-frame and plan for the implementation of the activities funded through the Award Scheme. Please note that all activities funded through this Scheme would need to be completed by 1 year from the signature of the grant agreement. (maximum number of words:250)

	


	Total Amount of Funds Requested through Award Scheme: Option A (in €)
(Please keep in mind that funding for any one proposal is capped at €6000)
	

	 Breakdown of Costs covered through Award Scheme (estimate in €)

	Kindly provide an estimated breakdown of costs i.e. how much of the Award you plan to use on:
Travelling?, Accommodation?, Research & Innovation?, Publication?, Host activities? etc.
NB: As stated in the call text costs for consumables are not eligible under this scheme. When subsistence costs are calculated your pre-approved entity or company subsistence allowances can be used as a guide.


	Supplementary / Match Funding
Does the Partner organisation plan to provide any additional funding?
	Yes
	 
	Name of institution that will be supplying the funds
	 

	
	No
	 
	Supplementary Fund Provided over duration of Award Scheme (in €)
	 



For Option B
	Proposed Project title:

	

	Selected Horizon Europe/Partnerships call/topic:
	

	ID of the call/topic (if applicable):
	

	Call/topic Opening date:
	

	Call/topic Deadline:
	

	Submission type (single stage or two stage): 
	

	Type of action:
	


	Excellence/Quality in the proposed project idea (project brief) with relevance to identified topic/s. (max. 400 words) Please also refer to gender dimension in the proposed research.

	

	Capacity and Experience in Project Participation/Coordination
Has your organisation participated in any EU-funded projects before as beneficiary or as a coordinator? 
If yes, in which project/s and what was the role of the entity? (max. 200 words)

	

	Track record of the proposed proposal writer/s or consulting service provider 
Please include a list of successful Horizon 2020/Horizon Europe/FP7 projects that the service providers have supported in the past. Services providers with successful proposals/projects will be favourable considered.
Kindly indicate acronym and title of the Horizon Europe/Horizon 2020/FP7 projects, if relevant. (max. 200 words)

	

	Quality of the Proposed Consortium (if applicable)
Kindly include a list of the proposed potential partners by providing a short description of the relevance of the proposed consortium partners and their contribution towards the project goals. An overview of the consortium makeup, distribution and diversity (academic, public, private) is to be provided. (max. 200 words)

	


	Total Amount of Funds Requested through Award Scheme Option B  (in €)
Please include graphic designer fees, if applicable.
(Please keep in mind that funding for any one proposal is capped at €6000 except for some exceptions found in IPAS+ rules)
	


Section 3 - State Aid Regulation:
For applicants that qualify as undertakings that carry out an economic activity within the meaning of Article 107 TFEU, the IPAS+ scheme will be implemented in line with the de Minimis Regulation (Commission Regulation (EU) No 1407/2013 of 18 December 2013 on the application of Articles 107 and 108 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union to de minimis aid, as amended by Commission Regulation (EU) 2020/972 of 2 July 2020 amending Regulation (EU) No 1407/2013 as regards its prolongation and amending Regulation (EU) No 651/2014 as regards its prolongation and relevant adjustments). More information is provided in the rules for participation and the Council can also be contacted for further clarifications. 
If you deem that State Aid is not applicable, a justification will need to be provided. If the activities undertaken by the applicant are found to have State Aid implications, the applicant would need to follow State Aid regulations (See appendix 1).

Please provide justification below:
Section 4: Declaration
4.1 Personal Data Protection

a) Contact email address of the Data Protection Officer: dpo.mcst@gov.mt  
b) The legal basis and purpose of processing:

The personal data collected by the Malta Council for Science and Technology (hereinafter ‘the Council’) via this written application for the aid and its subsequent processing by the Council to evaluate data subject’s request for aid under the Scheme is in line with:

i. The relevant National Rules for the Scheme; 
ii. COMMISSION REGULATION (EU) No 1407/2013 of 18 December 2013 on the application of Articles 107 and 108 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union to de minimis aid (de minimis Regulation) where applicable, as amended by Commission Regulation (EU) 2020/972 of 2 July 2020 amending Regulation (EU) No 1407/2013 as regards its prolongation and amending Regulation (EU) No 651/2014 as regards its prolongation and relevant adjustments;
iii. Data Protection Act, Chapter 586 of the Laws of Malta and Regulation (EU) 2016/679 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27 April 2016 on the protection of natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data and on the free movement of such data, and repealing Directive 95/46/EC (General Data Protection Regulation).

The legitimate basis to process personal data submitted by the data subject by virtue of his/her written application for aid is Regulation 6 (1)(b) of the General Data Protection Regulation (“GDPR”), as ‘processing is necessary in order to take steps at the request of the data subject prior to entering into a contract’.
c) Data retention period:

The data collected by the Council as submitted by the data subject via this written application for aid will be retained for a period of ten (10) years from the last aid granted to the Entity represented by the data subject in relation to this written application for aid, in line with the Scheme National Rules for Participation and Article 6 of the de minimis Regulation (where applicable).

d) Pursuant to General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), you have the right to access the personal data, rectify inaccurate personal data, request to erase personal data and request the Council to restrict the processing of personal data.

i. To exercise such rights, you are to submit a written request to the Data Protection Officer via the contact e-mail address.

ii. Any erasing and/or rectification of personal data and/or restriction of processing as referred to above may:

· Render one or more cost items or the Entity ineligible for assistance under the Scheme or render void the Letter of Intent issued in favour of the Entity for assistance under the Scheme in relation to this written application for aid; 
· Lead the Council to enforce a recovery of aid granted to the Entity as part of this written application for aid.

e) Sharing of data where strictly necessary and required by law:

For the purpose of processing this written application for aid in line with the National Regulation for the Call and the ‘de minimis Regulation’ (where applicable), the Council may share the data provided via this application with other Government Entities, subject that such processing satisfies at least one of the grounds listed under Regulation of the GDPR.

f) For the purpose of monitoring of aid in line with Article 6 of the de minimis Regulation or where legally required, any data provided as part of this written application for aid may be shared with the European Commission.  

g) If you feel that your data protection rights have been infringed, you have the right to lodge a complaint with the Information and Data Protection Commissioner. 

h) Authorisation to engage with the Council on matters related to this application.

I the undersigned, as legal representative of the Applicant Entity, authorise the following Legal Bodies and/or Natural Persons to act on my behalf with the Council with respect to matters related to this written application for aid and any subsequent documentation exchanged between the two parties in relation to the same written application for aid.  
	Name of Legal Entity
	Name and Surname of Natural Person granted authorisation(1)
	E-mail address of party granted authorisation(2)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Note 1:  Leave empty if authorisation is intended to any natural person engaged with the Legal Entity.  Otherwise specify the name and surname of the person(s) working for the Legal Entity to whom the authorisation is intended.

Note 2:  Written communication with the Legal Entity and/or Natural Person granted authorisation via email will only be accepted via the email address specified in the table above.  The Undersigned should be copied (via the email address specified in this application) in any communication between the Council and the Person granted authorisation as per above table. 

	Name and Surname of person giving authorisation:
	

	E-mail address of person giving authorisation:
	

	Signature of person giving authorisation:
	

	Designation:
	

	Date:
	

	The person giving authorisation should correspond to the data subject of personal data contained in this application as well as represent the Applicant Entity as its legal representative.

	


4.2 Cumulation of Aid (where State aid rules apply)
The undersigned declares that aid approved under this incentive is in line with the terms and conditions set out in the National Rules for Participation and in line with the rules on cumulation outlined in Article 5 of the de minimis Regulation.  

4.3 Double Funding
The undersigned confirms that there has not been any approval or has been granted any public funding, financing or fiscal benefit in respect to the cost items included in this request for aid and will not seek funding or fiscal benefits for these cost items through other National and/or European Union measures.  

4.5 Transparency Obligations 

By submitting this application, I hereby acknowledge that the Council shall abide with any applicable transparency rules and may publish and make available to third parties’ information as required by such rules.   

4.6 Additional declarations:
	I confirm that:

The information given on this form is accurate to the best of my knowledge. I understand that if it is later established that I misrepresented myself and I am not eligible for this Scheme then I will be required to pay for the services received.
	I agree ☐


	I accept and confirm that the personal data and project/activities proposal content information can be passed on to the Malta Council for Science and Technology to be used solely for the purposes of administering, processing, and review of the application.
	I agree ☐


	I accept and confirm that the personal data and proposal content information can be passed on to third parties i.e. the Partner Organisation/s with whom I will be carrying out this project, solely for use in said project/activities, and that any misuse of the data or provision of data to parties outside this agreement will incur legal action. 

	I agree ☐


	I have read and I accept the terms and conditions stipulated within the declarations above and the IPAS+ National Rules 2023 and confirm that I agree with the eventual publication of personal data and project proposal content information of successful applicants, including name of entity, project contacts, title of proposal and abstract.

	I agree ☐


	I have never been found guilty by any competent Court in Malta or elsewhere of any crime and that I have never been adjudged bankrupt or insolvent by, or filed an application for insolvency before, any competent Court in Malta or elsewhere.

	I agree ☐


	I have never been disqualified or excluded from participation in any Public Tender either by the Government of Malta or by the European Union or by any public entity in Malta.
	I agree ☐


	I have never been disqualified or excluded from participation in any Public and/or European Union funding scheme.

	I agree ☐


	For Option A:

	I confirm that a Letter/s of Support or Collaboration letter/s from the partner institution has/have been attached to this application form.
	I agree ☐


	I confirm that full Curriculum Vitae/s and/or Entity Profile/s from the main partners from the local & foreign institution/s has/have been attached to this application form.
	I agree ☐


	For Option B:
	

	I confirm that I satisfy the call eligibility criteria and intend to submit a Horizon Europe/Partnership proposal as a Coordinator entity, and I will provide proof of submission of the proposal to MCST as indicated in the IPAS+ National Rules 2023. 

	I agree ☐


	I confirm that I will share a draft digital copy of the Horizon Europe/Partnership project proposal to the Framework Programme unit at MCST for their review. This shall be sent by not later than 1 month before the submission deadline of the Call/topic. Furthermore, I will provide the required documents with the final report as indicated in the IPAS+ National Rules 2023.

	I agree ☐


	I confirm that I will participate actively in the activities suggested by MCST. 
	I agree ☐


	I confirm that my entity has a Gender Equality Plan or will have it by the time of deadline of the Horizon Europe call*
	I agree ☐



*For Horizon Europe calls for proposals with deadlines in 2022 and beyond, applying public bodies, research organisations and higher education institutions, from EU Member States and associated countries, must have a GEP or equivalent strategy in place to be eligible for funding.
	Signature & Stamp of the Applicant:

The applicant needs to have sufficient authority to ensure the adequate degree of commitment and support for the activities.
	Date:

Sign:

Stamp:



	Signature & Stamp of CEO / Chairman / Rector of Applicants Entity:

Applications should be endorsed by the applicant’s CEO/Chairman/Rector, as the case may be.
	Date:

Sign:

Stamp:




Appendix I - Non-State Aid Applications shall need to abide by either or of the below justifications:

Non-State Aid justifications for – PUBLIC RESEARCH AND KNOWLEDGE DISSEMINATION ORGANISATIONS

Eligibility
Eligible public research and knowledge dissemination organisations (RO) are those whose main activities are education which is not offered for remuneration and independent research whose results are widely disseminated on a non-discriminatory basis.

Justifications

The entity is aware of the requirements of the Article 107 of the EC Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union in connection with state aid, and hereby declares that the activities being undertaken by it under this application for funding do not, by their nature, constitute an economic activity, in view of the fact that the entity is hereby procuring services hereunder, and is not providing a service/product for remuneration to third parties.

The eventual planned research is to be carried out in the context of its activities as a “research and knowledge dissemination organisation” as defined in the Commission Framework for State aid for research and development and innovation (2014/C 198/01) paragraph 15(ee), which carries out a non-economic activity in line with the following:

(a) primary activities of research organisations and research infrastructures, in 

particular:

· education for more and better skilled human resources which is not offered for remuneration. 

· independent R&D for more knowledge and better understanding, including collaborative R&D where the research organisation or research infrastructure engages in effective collaboration;

· wide dissemination of research results on a non-exclusive and non-discriminatory basis, for example through teaching, open-access databases, open publications or open software;

(b) knowledge transfer activities, where they are conducted either by the research organisation or research infrastructure (including their departments or subsidiaries) or jointly with, or on behalf of other such entities, and where all profits from those activities are reinvested in the primary activities of the research organisation or research infrastructure. The non-economic nature of those activities is not prejudiced by contracting the provision of corresponding services to third parties by way of open tenders.

The Entity will intend to:

(a) publicise widely the results of the research;
(b) license on non-discriminatory terms any Intellectual Property Rights (IPRs) resulting from the research at the market price for the said IPR;
(c) any income from the licensing of IPR shall be reinvested in the primary educational and research activities of the Beneficiary;
(d) appropriate procedures shall be established to prevent the direct or indirect support of economic activity in the meaning of chapter 2 of the Commission Notice on the notion of State aid as referred to in Article 107(1) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (2016/C 262/01).

The Entity understands that, should the eventual R&I activities be found to be in breach of the conditions for being exempt from State Aid rules, the Managing Authority will enforce the retrieval of funds provided under the IPAS+ scheme with interest, in part or in full, as the case may necessitate.  

The amount of funding provided is at least equal to the market price and has been established by means of an open, transparent and non-discriminatory competitive procurement procedure. The RO shall need to demonstrate that it effectively negotiated the funding, at arm’s length conditions, in order to obtain the maximum economic benefit at the moment when the contract is concluded, while considering its statutory objectives.  The third-party service provider will have no right on the IPR generated from the eventual R&I project.

For option B, the entity shall also need to ensure that no conflict of interests exists with the chosen proposal writer/s or consulting service. A conflict of interest (COI) exists if the appointed service provider/s;

· Has been already involved in the preparation of the IPAS+ Horizon proposal writing assistance scheme application form

· stands to benefit directly if the proposal is positively evaluated. Providing market research information to the applicant will not be considered a COI

· has a family / personal relationship with any person representing the applicant

· is a director / trustee / partner of the applicant or involved in the management of the applicant’s entity or is an employee of the same entity
The Beneficiary undertakes to comply faithfully and immediately with any decision of the European Commission or a Maltese judicial authority declaring Article 107(1) TFEU to be applicable to this Agreement.
______________________________
Name of Entity
________________________________ 



___________________ 

Signature & Stamp of CEO / 



Date
Chairman / Rector of Applicants Entity:

Non-State Aid Justifications for public entities whose activity DOES NOT CONSTITUTE AN ECONOMIC ACTIVITY IN THE MEANING OF ARTICLE 107 OF THE TREATY ON THE FUNCTIONING OF THE EUROPEAN UNION (EXCLUDING PUBLIC RESEARCH AND KNOWLEDGE DISSEMINATION ORGANISATIONS)
Eligibility
Eligible public entities are those that do not offer goods or services on a market for remuneration.

Justifications

Any secondary economic activities of the public entity must consume exactly the same inputs (such as material, equipment, labour and fixed capital) as the non-economic activities and the capacity allocated each year to such economic activities must not exceed 20% of the relevant entity’s overall annual capacity. Where this is not the case, and the same entity carries out activities of both economic and non-economic nature, the public funding of the non-economic activities will not fall under Article 107(1) of the Treaty if the two kinds of activities and their costs, funding and revenues can be clearly separated so that public funding of non-economic activities does not cross-subsidise any economic activities.

The eventual planned research being undertaken is claimed by the public entity not to constitute an economic activity within the meaning of Article 107 of the Treaty of the Functioning of the European Union. 

The public entity will intend to:

a)
publicise widely the results of the research;

b)
license on non-discriminatory terms any Intellectual Property Rights (IPRs) resulting from the research at the market price for the said IPR;

c)
any income from the licensing of IPR shall be reinvested in the primary educational and research activities of the Beneficiary;

d)
ensure that no funds provided by this Agreement cross-subsidises any economic activities that may be carried out by the Beneficiary, other partners in the project, or third parties.

The public entity understands that, should the eventual R&I activities be found to be in breach of the conditions for being exempt from State Aid rules, the Managing Authority will enforce the retrieval of funds provided under the Proposal Writing Assistance scheme with interest, in part or in full, as the case may necessitate.  

The public entity also undertakes to comply faithfully and immediately with any decision of the European Commission or a Maltese judicial authority declaring Article 107(1) TFEU to be applicable to this Agreement.

The amount of funding provided is at least equal to the market price and has been established by means of an open, transparent and non-discriminatory competitive procurement procedure. The public entity shall need to demonstrate that it effectively negotiated the funding, at arm’s length conditions, in order to obtain the maximum economic benefit at the moment when the contract is concluded, while considering its statutory objectives.  The third-party service provider will have no right on the IPR generated from the eventual R&I project.

For option B, the public entity shall also need to ensure that no conflict of interests exists with the chosen proposal writer/s or consulting service. A conflict of interest (COI) exists if the appointed service provider/s;

· Has been already involved in the preparation of the IPAS+ Part B proposal writing assistance scheme application form.
· stands to benefit directly if the proposal is positively evaluated. Providing market research information to the applicant will not be considered a COI.
· has a family / personal relationship with any person representing the applicant.
· is a director / trustee / partner of the applicant or involved in the management of the applicant’s entity or is an employee of the same entity.
.
___________________________

Name of Entity
________________________________ 



___________________ 

Signature & Stamp of CEO / 



Date
Chairman / Rector of Applicants Entity:

Justification
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